
The City & County’s Deal  
For Onondaga Creek 

 
What We Get—a “payoff” 

!" Small sections of the affected areas will 
receive $6 million in mitigation money. 

!" The Deal says that the funds will be dispersed 
through the Syracuse Community Development 
Department  

!" The Deal says that Community Developed 
Mitigation Measure proposals must be reviewed 
and approved by the County Executive and the 
Mayor to be funded and implemented.  

!" There are rumors circulating that many people and 
organizations have already been promised the funds 
in return for their support. 

!" $4 Million from County to SIDA for 
Clinton parking mitigation measures 

!" The County will build the Fayette-
Jefferson section of Creekwalk.  

!" Some playgrounds, athletic fields, and 
landscaping 

 

What We Lose 
!" The County may build its ACJ projects 

without any  input from the City on the 
design, technology, or placement.  The 
County can take City land as needed to 
complete these projects. 

!" These projects are now costing taxpayers far more 
than more environmentally and socially sound 
alternatives.   

!" These projects are excellent examples of 
environmental injustice, placing stigmatizing waste 
treatment facilities in minority neighborhoods while 
sparing the more affluent Northside. 

!" These projects will leave us with a stinky, dirty 
creek. 

!" All lawsuits are dropped between the City 
and County regarding the ACJ projects. 

!" The deal requires the City to join any 
lawsuit brought against the County for the 
ACJ projects.  They will be required to 
fight their own residents.   

Demand a Better Deal  
& a Better Future for Syracuse! 

 
A Sustainable & Fair New Deal.  The Common 
Council has a unique but brief window of oppor-
tunity to bring all parties back to the table to cre-
ate a new deal that is equitable, sustainable, and 
provides a source of pride and revitalization for 
our community rather than a source of conten-
tion, environmental degradation, and injustice.  
 
The ACJ can be amended.  The projects agreed 
to in the ACJ can, and have been in the past, 
changed to reflect incorporation of new informa-
tion into project design.   The 2012 deadline for 
project completion is not set in stone either.  
Given good reason, such as better solutions or 
new scientific data, the State and Atlantic States 
Legal Foundation (ASLF) can agree to change 
the deadline.  The County is only in a time 
crunch if it sticks to its current out-of-date 
and expensive plans. 
 
A New Deal Should... 

!" Bring all stakeholders back to the negotiation 
table, including stakeholders and local ex-
perts from nonprofits and the University, to 
evaluate alternatives to the County’s plans. 

!" Ensure water quality is of highest priority.  
!" Assure that the city and county are equal 

partners in the design, placement, and tech-
nology of the projects. 

!" Promote environmental justice, with every 
neighborhood bearing its own sewage bur-
den. 

!" Fairly compensate neighborhoods for adverse 
impacts.   


