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As Lionel Logan just explained, the Partnership did the investigation that the EPA 
should have done.  
 
So what did our investigation find? 
Many instances of discrimination; but today I will just talk about a glaring one. 
The county intentionally shifted the Northside’s sewage burden to other city 
neighborhoods, namely the Southside, Downtown and the Westside 
 
How can that be? 
Yes, it’s true that the county doesn’t truck Northside sewage to the Southside, 
Downtown or the Westside and dump it there. We are talking Northside’s sewage 
burden, not the sewage itself. This is how the burdening works. Onondaga 
County is under a federal court order to capture, for sewage treatment, 85% of 
the system’s combined sewage.  Before this court order, the county was 
annually dumping more than a billion gallons of untreated sewage into our city’s 
creeks – Onondaga Creek, Ley Creek and Harbor Brook.  These creeks, polluted 
with our trash and sewage, empty into Onondaga Lake.  The resulting garbage, 
bacteria and nutrient load makes our Creek, the Inner Harbor and the Lake a nasty 
environment for us and for fish and other aquatic life. 
 
To comply with the 85%-capture court order, in 1991 the county’s consulting 
engineers recommended dotting Syracuse with nine sewage plants like the one the 
county is building on the Southside at Midland Ave and Blaine Street, and letting 
each neighborhood capture its sewage for treatment. Some of the other proposed 
sewage plants were a 2-swirler plant in Armory Square behind the MOST and also 
a 2-swirler sewage plant here, right where we stand.  
 
Why did the county’s engineering consultants  propose a sewage 
plant here? 
Because three major Northside trunk lines -- the Butternut, the Burnet and the 
James -- meet here.  These Northside trunk lines dump some of the dirtiest sewage 



 2 

– with very high bacteria concentrations – into the Creek right before the Inner 
Harbor.  But, during the nineties when the county was negotiating with New York 
State and Atlantic States Legal Foundation about the details of the court order, the 
recommended Franklin Square Sewage Treatment plant morphed into the Franklin 
Floatable Control Facility. 
 
What is a floatable control? 
Well, you are standing above two floatable controls.  Both are collectively called 
the Franklin Floatable Control Facility.  They are underneath this parking lot and 
their entry points are these two little brick buildings.   These underground facilities 
remove just the trash from the three sewer trunk lines.   And 50 to 60 times a years  
the main trunk line dumps millions of gallons of untreated  combined sewage into 
the Creek – the overflows are under the route 690 overpass – just over there. 
 
How do we know this sewage burden shift  was intentional? 
In 1998, the county’s engineering consultant -- Camp, Dresser and McKee -- 
conducted a value engineering design review for the Franklin Floatable Control 
Facility.   The review says the “disruption [that would come from building 
a sewage plant] is a major concern.”1   To minimize the disruption, the 
review’s recommendation is to build these two inconspicuous, ineffective trash-
removing, non-capturing and non-stigmatizing facilities that we are standing on top 
of.  The county didn’t capture for treatment 85% of the sewage here – it captured 
0%.  This forced other city neighborhoods to make up for the dumping of millions 
of gallons here.    In Camp, Dresser and McKee’s words: 
 
“Oversize pipeline in both Midland and Clinton to provide additional 
storage volume to replace the loss of the new alternative.”2 
 
Note: Camp, Dresser, McKee has gotten all the lucrative pipe contracts for the 
Southside, Downtown and the Westside sewage projects 
 
Here, the county lets the Northside continue to dump its sewage into the Creek.  
Now such unsavory dumping is crazy because we have a creek walk in Franklin 
Square and the city wants to further develop the Inner Harbor. 
 

                                                
1  Preliminary VE Report Value Engineering Review Onondaga County CSO Control Franklin Floatable Control 
Facility Planning Concept, Camp, Dresser & McKee, April 1998. 
2 Ibid. 
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So, the county spared Franklin Square from having to endure a disruptive 
stigmatizing sewage project. The county intentionally shifted the Northside’s 
sewage burden to other neighborhoods.    
 
 
How has this sewage-burden shift  affected other city neighborhoods? 

• Right now, the county is installing 12-ft diameter pipes that will run over a 
mile through the Southside.  You could drive a tank through them.  Imagine 
the disruption! 

• Downtown is getting a bigger 4-swirler plant behind the MOST, not a 2-
swirler one as recommended in 1991. 

• And in 1991 the engineering consultants recommended two small 1-swirler 
plants for the Westside.  Today, the county plans to build two larger 2-
swirler plants on the Westside -- one of them kitty-corner to Delaware 
School and about a block from Fowler High School! 

 
How is this unequal treatment environmental racism? 
In the early nineties, Congel developed Franklin Square; besides upscale business 
offices, the Square features condos selling for ½ million dollars.  The 2000 census 
shows that: 

• in census tract one, which includes Franklin Square, the average yearly 
resident income is $39,000, (the city average is $15,000), while in census 
tract 42, which includes the Midland Sewage Plant, the average yearly 
resident income is $8,500.  

• census tract one is 87% white and census tract 42 is 84% black. 
 
The county intentionally spared Franklin Square, an upscale predominantly white 
area from disruption and stigma.  And the county gave a deaf ear to Southside 
residents when they objected to having the Midland sewage project foisted on 
them.  Additionally, the county even punished the Southside for speaking out by 
removing $3 million of community development money that it had initially 
promised the Southside. 
 
This is racism and how it works today in our city and county.### 


